534      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
the Dutch Gap Canal. If they had got down at all, it would have been the best piece of luck for you that could have occurred, to have them come through the Canal. Our fleet would go over land rather than use it.
I have written to Mr. Field for $10,000 to pay Mr. Couch. I suppose that you desire to complete the purchase of the Couch claims, 8 are confiscated. The lands embraced in a fourth are confiscated in the name of the son of the true owner. Two are said to be loyal.
I will inform you of any movement here, when I can give you earlier information than the newspapers.
Yours, W. P. WEBSTER
P. S. Sec. Seward and others are at the Fort. Stephens, Hunter, and Judge Campbell are on their way from the Front on the "Martin." I believe that the Rebels can dictate terms. Gen. Weitzel is here and says that he will give Porter the devil. He received your letter.
From General Grant
Headquarters Armies of ike United States, CITY POINT, VA., February 2,1865
RESPECTFULLY forwarded to the Secretary of War with the request that these papers be filed with Major-General Butler's report of the expedition against Fort Fisher, N. C., as statements appended to said report by me.
I should have appended them when I forwarded the report, but Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, aide-de-camp, to whom they were made, was absent on the second expedition against the fort, and had them with him. These statements of the officers and men named were reduced to writing immediately after the return of unsuccessful expedition against Fort Fisher, and were handed to Colonel Comstock about the 2nd day of January, 1865. General Butler, before ordering the re-embarkation and return of the expedition he assumed to command, might have had within information, and it wag his duty, before giving such orders, to have known the results of the reconnaissance, which could have been most satisfactorily learned from those most in advance.
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General
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